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Hi! I'm totally new here and not the same voice as last time, avoiding further emotional investment through 
dissembling! Please explain all the Spider-Lore I'll need to understand and appreciate this issue, starting with 
AMAZING FANTASY #15, and going up through, say, that issue from last month with the dirt guy. 

Do you mean Sandman- 

Yeah, yeah, the Great Dustbowl. I followed all that, so it's just the other stuff I need a rundown on. Actually, can you do 
this in the form of a twenty-second video? 

Did you read those last issues all the way through? Now that you mention it, though, I do a mean shadow-puppet show! 
Look overthere! 

Are you for real? I—oh! Oh gosh... It's...it's beautiful! Maybe I didn't fully appreciate that Sandman story—I'm going to 
call my own fiery-tempered old friend and then read issues #308 and #309 again! 

As should we all! But read this one first! You don't need to know any of that stuff for this one. Listen: Some years ago, 
Peter Parker got super-powers by accident, and he used those to become the guy you know as SPIDER-MAN! 
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^ALL RIGHT, ^ 
r ONE MORE 
GO-AROUNP 
ANP THEN HOME 
TO SEP/ I'M 
k EXHAUSTED * 


WHY POES 

T ALL THE CRIME ~ 
HAPPEN AT NI&HTPYOUV 
THINK THE FLEXIBILITY 
OF BEING A CRIMINAL 
WOULP MEAN yOU'P 
, GET TO AVOIR THE , 
k. NIGHT SHIFTS' 


TALK TO THEMSELVES 
WITHOUT PEOPLE AROUNP 
V TO JUPGE THEM? ./• 


FINALLYL ^ 
SOME PEOPLE TO 
TALK T OL PROBABLy 
SUPER FRIENPLy 

TOO' ^ 


THAT'S 

GOTTA 

BE—/ 


r W-WE GOTTA 
SPLIT UP/ MEET 
BACK AT THE 
k HOUSE/ , 













r* ©un?' you ^ 

' BROUGHT A GUN 
TO A CLASSIC COPS 
, 'N' ROBBERS 'N' 

L SPIPEy CHASE? V 


LIKE/ ^ 
' MINIMUM, THAT'S 
AN APPITIONAL TEN 
YEANS IN PRISON' 

V HONESTLy? 


t you ©uys 

CUFF MR. GUN- 
REGRET ANP MR. 
NOT-QUITE-AS-BAP 
ANP I'LL ROUNP UP 
. MR. MySTERy, . 

L. ‘KAy? 


^ —YOU'RE 
BEST OFF JUST 
COMING- 


CRAWLING 
ABILITIES OF 
A SPICER— 


wait' you 
CAN'T— 


.X TRUST ME, ^ 
JUST LET HIM PO 
IT. THE SOONER 
HE CATCHES THE 
GUy, THE SOONER 
WE PON'T HAVE 
TO LISTEN 
V TO HIM. 



















































































































































































































SPIPER-MAN'S 
V A HERO. I UNPERSTANP 
A LOT OF PEOPLE ARE PUT 
OFF BY HIS MASK, ANP HIS.. 

COMEPIC SENSIBILITIES... 
W BUT IN My 

OPINION? 


Y EVERyTHINO IS SO EASY. 
r SURE, KNOCK OUT SOME 
MUGGER ANP LEAVE A NOTE. IT’S ■ 
GUyS LIKE ME WHO HAVE TO 
L PO THE PAPERWORK ANP 
TESTIFy IN COURT. 

SPIPER-MAN'S 


ONE OF THE 
GREATEST MEN 
I'VE EVER 
v KNOWN. , 


r the ©uys ~ 
WHO—THE Guys 
WHO KyLE WORKEP 
FOR, THEy GOT OUT 
. ON BAIL...THEy... 


...THEy ^ 
THOUGHT 
THE COPS 
SHOWING 
UP WAS HIS 
L FAULT... 

































































































































r WE LOOK UP 

ABOVE AT THE ©Uy~ 1 
THE ©Uy SWINGING ON 
THREAPS—ANP IT'S HARP 
k. TO...THINK OF HIM AS j 
A PERSON. -4 
BUT 
HE 


I'VE SEEN ^ 
SPIPER-MAN. I 

. ©Uy WHO WANTS 
L. TO HELP. > 


r SPIPER-MAN ~ 
SAVES PEOPLE. 
HE POES HIS BEST 
EXPECTS NOTHIN© 
L BACK... A 


r ...i think 
WE SHOULP ALL 
BE MORE LIKE 
SPIPER-MAN. 
















































































































I ACTUALLY ^ 
USEP TO TAKE 
PICTURES OF HIM FOR 
A NEWSPAPER. HE KINP 
OF HELPEP ME PAY 
. MY RENT FOR 
L. YEARS. 


SOT TO ^ 
EVENTUALLY 
REPAY HIM BY HIRING 
HIM TO BE MY...WELL, 
MY BOPY&UARP. 

V BUT STILL. V 


I THINK OF ^ 
THE WEIGHT OF THAT. 
THAT HE KEEPS GOINS, 
PESPITE THE FAILURES, 
KNOWING—HOPING— 
ULTIMATELY, THAT HE'S 
^ HELPING PEOPLE. 


r ... I THINK 
SPIPER-MAIV 
IS...HE’S A 
GOOP GUY. 
. MOSTLY. 


HE TRIES 

TO PO THE RIGHT ^ 
THING, ANP—YOU KNOW— ■ 
HOPEFULLY PEOPLE M 
SEE THAT. 

BUT ^ 

HE'S ALSO— 
HE'S HUMAN. 

HE MAKES 

MISTAKES. 


STILL...WHEN 


/ ...HE'S 

f —v 1 * — ~>N. a— / NEVER 
kJBlU GOING TO 

\ stop 

V V TRYING. 



K t f 



I love Spider-Man. 

I mean, I hope that's obvious. Sometimes as a writer you have 
to beat up your main character, put them through hell and back, 
but it's all in service of the story, right? It's because you love 
Spider-Man and you know that what makes him "Spider-Man" 
is adversity. It's throwing everything at him and having Spidey 
come through the other side a little worse for wear but still 
fighting. Still caring. 

Trying to live up to the history of the character and the amazing 
writers who've come before is the only real adversity you have 
as a Spider-Man writer. It's a tall shadow ready to suffocate you 
like a symbiote if you pay too much attention to it. 


in a month! I wish I could convey properly to you how much 
work goes into these issues, especially from our editors who 
work tirelessly to put together the best products possible and 
get them out the door. Just to show how good they are, I've 
inserted seven mistakes into this statement. I bet they're all 
gone by the time this goes to press. 

Also, I have to thank the other Spider-Writers. Dan Slott was 
incredibly gracious to the new guy coming in, and gave me the 
thrill of a lifetime when he incorporated the J. Jonah Jameson 
status change into his big, final story. One of the best parts 
about working for Marvel is seeing your work picked up by 
other creators, and having Dan, one of the greatest Marvel 
writers of all time, do that was mind-blowing. 


So I did my best. I tried to tap into the things I love about the 
character and his stories, learned from the great writers who 
worked on them, while also putting my own stamp on it. Maybe 
I succeeded, maybe I didn't. Everyone has their own idea of 
what Spider-Man should be, and hopefully my version clicked 
with the one you carried around in your head. They say you 
should write for yourself, and I did. But I'd be lying if I said I 
didn't want you to enjoy it as well. 

Our book started off with a bang thanks to the unbelievable 
Adam Kubert, a legend who can spin lifeless words into 
ingenious kineticism, fresher than any movie or TV adaptation. 
He was joined later by Juan Frigeri, the kind of fresh new talent 
that you dream of getting on your book. As our main artists, 
these guys made SPECTACULAR one of the best-looking books 
on the shelves, and I'll always be grateful for that. 

And our guest artists! Can you believe who we got? Joe 
Quinones! Mike Allred! Michael Walsh! Chris Bachalo! Goran 
Parlov! Such a wonderful array of styles from artists at the 
top of their game, inked by some of the best in the business: 
Joe Rivera, Paolo Rivera, Tim Townsend, AlVey, Wayne Faucher, 
Livesay, and Victor Olazaba. And our color artists Jordie Bellaire, 
Jason Keith, Jordan Gibson, Ian Herring, Laura Allred, Andrew 
Crossley, Giada Marchisio, and Nathan Fairbairn perfectly 
complemented them while our lettererTravis Lanham brought 
the words to life on the page. How did we end up with such 
talent on this book? 

Well, that's where our editor Nick Lowe and his assistant editors 
Allison Stock, Devin Lewis, Thomas Groneman, and Kathleen 
Wisneski came in. Keeping this ship running on time while 
keeping the standards as high as possible is a monumental 
task, and this team managed it every month, sometimes twice 


One of the things that made the decision to leave so hard was 
knowing Nick Spencer was going to be on AMAZING SPIDER- 
MAN. Hearing his plans over late-night phone calls made me 
excited as a reader, but sad as a departing Spidey writer, not 
getting to play with him on the upcoming storylines. I'm actually 
jealous of the readers, getting to experience his stories fresh in 
the issues as they come out. You're in for an amazing ride. 

Last, but not least, thanks to you for reading. In a world 
inundated with movies and TV shows featuring our larger-than- 
life characters, it's refreshing to open up a comic and see the 
fruits of a handful of people blowing your mind with the world's 
longest continued narrative, and the best artists in any medium. 

I love Spider-Man, you love Spider-Man and the next writer will 
absolutely love Spider-Man. Remember that love, and let them 
tell you a story about your favourite* character. 


You're in good hands. 


Chip 


‘Canadian "U" left uncorrected as our thanks to you. Chip! 
Faithful readers, if you're not already picking up MARVEL 
2-IN-ONE by Mr. Zdarsky and Ramon Perez, you're not just 
dummies, you're dummies with an excellent new comic to read 
next month. Peter Parker's AMAZING exploits continue twice 
a month in AMAZING SPIDER-MAN, but his SPECTACULAR 
adventures also continue next month, as Sean Ryan and the 
above-mentioned Juan Frigeri throw him into SPIDER-GEDDON! 
Don't miss it! 

See youthen! 

Kathleen 




LET US KNOW HOW WE'RE DOING! Send e-mails to SPIDEYOFFICE@MARVEL.COM (please mark "OKAY TO PRINT"). 
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